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Introduction

Darjeeling Montessori House of Children, through its
Everyday Environmentalism Program, engages students in
bringing non-biodegradable waste from home for daily
segregation at school, with the collected waste sent to our
Material Recovery Facility (MRF). This hands-on initiative has
reduced the school’s waste footprint, empowered children as
changemakers, and inspired 300 households — through 250
students and 50 staff — to adopt Zero Waste practices.

As a Problem Solver, DMHC is Addressing

The lack of hands-on engagement and practical learning
opportunities often leads to waste being mixed and sent to
landfills. Darjeeling Montessori House of Children sought to
address this gap by turning waste management into a daily,
experiential learning process.
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810.31 Kg of waste diverted from going
into landfill by DMHC

At DMHC, even the youngest children are practicing waste
segregation. Every notebook, every wrapper, every plastic
bottle they put in the right bin is teaching them that their
small actions matter. Together, the school community is
learning to respect resources and protect the earth

Bar graph showing the amount of waste diverted from going into
the landfill (March-September)
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Journey of DMHC from the month of
March 2025 -September 2025
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Waste sent to MRF for processing

The waste is segregated into 39 different categories
before sending to MRF.

Top five categories of waste sent to MRF:
e Paper (all types) — 419.47 Kg (52%)
e MLPs (All types) — 147.86 Kg (18%)
e PET Bottles (all types) — 53.75 Kg (7%)
e HDPE Plastics (all types) — 40.42 Kg (5%)

Pie chart showing the ratio of different categories of segregated
waste sent for processing
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Note of Appreciation & Impact Reflection:

At TIEEDI, our ethos is rooted in restoring the balance of
Pure Air, Fresh Water, and Rich Soil — the very
foundations of a thriving ecosystem. The Everyday
Environmentalism Program at Darjeeling Montessori
House of Children beautifully embodies this vision. By
turning waste segregation into a daily learning practice,
the school has gone beyond managing 810.31 kg of waste
— This effort has also prevented greenhouse gas
emissions: roughly 648 kg CO.e avoided (about 0.65
tonnes COze), a powerful example of how small habits add

up.

Through the efforts of 250 students and 50 staff, over 300
households in Darjeeling have embraced Zero Waste living.
This ripple of awareness directly supports the regeneration of
our environment — cleaner air through reduced burning of
waste, purer water through prevention of plastic pollution,
and richer soil as organic waste is kept out of landfills.

We deeply appreciate the DMHC community for
demonstrating that sustainability can begin with simple,
consistent actions and for leading by example. Your
commitment reminds us that when education and care for
nature come together, it can truly transform our shared
home.
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Conclusion

The Environmentalism Program at Darjeeling Montessori
House of Children is a living example of how education
and action can transform communities. With continuous
engagement, this initiative can inspire other schools in the
Darjeeling Hills to adopt similar Zero Waste journeys.

Thank you!

Thank you, Darjeeling Montessori House of Children, for
being a living classroom of change — where every child
learns not just lessons from books, but lessons for life.
Your Everyday Environmentalism practices shows how
simple daily actions can protect our planet’s air, water,
and soil.

Your efforts remind us that when young hearts act with
care, communities heal, ecosystems thrive, and a cleaner,
greener future becomes possible.
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Gallery

18 April 2025, DMHC
students visits TIEEDI
for workshop

Hands-on training of the
students at Material
Recovery Facility (MRF),
TIEEDI.
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A Student-Led Ripple Effect

A student of Darjeeling Montessori House of
Children has inspired his family to make their
restaurant (Good Times Restaurant, Sonada)
go Zero Waste. Despite their busy schedule,
the parents have wholeheartedly adopted
Zero Waste practices, responsibly managing
the waste generated at both their home and
restaurant, and sending it to the school for
proper segregation and recycling.

Furthering their commitment, they have also
set up a mini Material Recovery Facility
(MRF) at their restaurant, spreading
awareness among customers about
responsible source segregation and the
importance of going Zero Waste.
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CENE
Happy Ram Navami

Today on the occasion of Ram Navami DMHC children are bringing wastes from home and seggregate
at school. The wastes will be transferred to TIEEDI for recycling.

This is an inauguration of SEGGREGATION OF WASTES. From now onwards every Monday DMHC
children and staff will bring wastes to school, seggregate and and will be sent to TIEEDI for recycling.

This covers about 300 homes (250 students + 50 staff)

Thank you

DMNC

Love All Serve All
® 5 o

-

Kudos to the whole DMHC family for turning this vision into reality!
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Feedbacks shared timely
with school from Tieedi - for
improvement in segregation

Step 1:
Wastes from home are
brought to school,

Wastes are segregated in
every environment,

Packed and transferred by

vehicle...
. ...to TIEEDI

Step4: Weighed and sent for
Handed over to the Zero Waste Andolan worker, recycling, downcycling and
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